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Personalized Learning

What were the skills and attitudes we were taught?

 The ability to accept what you are told
 Learning how to compute without understanding what 

you are doing
 Copy notes quickly and accurately
 Retrieve/transcribe information previously acquired   
 ‘Parking’ your own mental and emotional concerns for 

large periods of your day
 Sitting still for protracted periods of time

Wider Skills for Learning
NESTA 2009
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Instructionalism

Knowledge is a collection of facts and procedures
 The goal of schooling to get these into the student’s 

head
 Teachers know these facts and procedures and 

transmit them to students
 Simpler facts and procedures come first then more 

complex ones follow
 The way to determine the success of schooling is to 

test students to see how many of the facts and 
procedures they have acquired

Optimising Learning - R. Keith Sawyer
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Personalized Learning

We now know so much more about how 
humans learn……

 Learning is an active, social process
 Motivation is a key component for effective learning
 Learners bring different knowledge to a new learning 

challenge
 Learners start from different places and follow different 

routes to the same learning outcome 
 Knowledge should be discovered as an authentic, 

integrated whole
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The Case for Change

Changing environment:

 Demographic shifts

 Concerns about competitiveness

 Changing technology

 Inability of the system to “keep up”

Result:

 Disengagement of students

 Low level of teacher engagement 

 Parental concern and frustration
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 Several significant reforms will be advanced to 
modernize our education system for the 21st C.

 New emphasis will be placed on parental 
involvement and on tailoring our system to each 
child’s individual needs, interests and passions. 

Throne Speech 2010
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New forms of schooling will be developed to 
provide greater choice….

 Smarter approaches will allow more resources 
to be focused on students’ learning needs while 
less is spent on admin costs….

Throne Speech 2010
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A New Vision For Our System

Imagine an education system…….
 Recognizes and responds to the uniqueness of 

every single learner

 Flexibility in where, when, and how learning 
takes place

 Parents are effectively engaged in their 
child’s learning

 Teachers are facilitators of learning

 Supported by technology

 Focused on student outcomes rather than 
system inputs
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The Evaluation DilemmaThe Evaluation Dilemma
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which performance metrics are 
employed and at what stage?

Ti
m
e

Performance
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21st Century Foundational Skills21st Century Foundational Skills

 Reading

 Writing

 Numeracy

 Critical thinking and problem solving

 Creativity and innovation

 Collaboration, teamwork and leadership

 Cross-cultural understanding

 Communications, Computing and ICT literacy

 Career and learning self-reliance

 Caring for personal health and planet earth

20
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Personalized Learning

Student initiated, self-directed, interdisciplinary learning
Teacher facilitated

Co-planned with
parents and teachers

CORE
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Add PAB clip of Tony MackayAdd PAB clip of Tony Mackay
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Personalized Learning
1. Describe what personalized learning would 

mean to “Sally in grade 5”
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Personalized Learning
2.  How would this change the role of Sally’s 

parents in regard to Sally’s learning?
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Personalized Learning
3.  How would this change the role of Sally’s 

teacher in regard to Sally’s learning?



Personalized Learning
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In your district groups –

Discuss the various personalized learning 
experiences your district is currently providing for 
students. 

How might you increase these and make them 
available for all students?



In mixed district groupings:

Share your previous discussions:

 The various personalized learning experiences your 
district is currently providing for students. 

How you are thinking of increasing these and making 
them available for more / all students?
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What does Personalized learning look like in rural BC?

What are some of the enablers?

What are some of the barriers?
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Questions?



32

Thank you


